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Introduction
Founded by Augustus Caesar in the 31bc, Roman Empire ruled Europe for over ten centuries.  Augustus Caesar named himself the emperor of the Roman Empire and created it but came to an end in 1453CE. Over the years, the empire experienced numerous challenges, but it managed to stay firm for over 1000 years. The period in which the empire could not exercise and enforce its power is referred to as the Roman Empire's fall. If it was the most substantial empire in Europe, why did it fall?
Rome fell for many reasons, but the splitting of the Roman Empire into two empires was a significant contributor to its fall. When emperor Diocletian took over the empire's leadership, numerous wars led to the splitting of the roman empire into two: the eastern empire and the western empire. Due to the multiple conflicts, the division eased the situation and made the empire easily manageable in a short time. The eastern empire served as a blockage of the barbarian attacks and protected the western empire. The eastern empire grew tremendously, and a rift developed between the two halves and thus failed to work together and exercise power (Mitchell 2014). This weakened the empire and therefore was venerable to attacks and later caused its fall. The fall of the entire empire resulted in the fall of Rome. 
Another reason for the fall of Rome was the constant attacks from the barbarian tribes. The barbaric forces attacked the Roman Empire for many years, which lead to military losses in the Roman Empire to these external forces. For many centuries, Rome fought against the Germanic tribe, but the inclusion of the barbarian tribes such as the Goths put the city in constant threats (Heather 2011). This led to Rome's raid by the vandals in 455, and later in 476, Odoacer managed to stage a revolt against emperor Romulus Augustulus. After that, the Roman Empire could not be ruled from Italy and thus its fall.  These attacks continued over the centuries until the expanding Ottoman Empire conquered the entire Roman Empire in the 1400s. This was the final blow to Rome's rule in Europe and ended the over 1000 years of control of the Roman Empire. 
According to Sarris (2011), for many years, Rome experienced a shortage of resources. This contributed to an economic crisis in the empire. Apart from the external attacks from the Germanic tribes, Rome experienced internal conflicts due to financial problems. This led to overspending in financing wars and thus weakened the economic stability of the empire. The leaders turned to over-taxation that contributed to an increased rift between the rich and the poor. Also, its economy depended on the slave trade and slaves to cultivate their fields. This trade was interrupted by the vandals after conquering North Africa. This flattened the economy of the empire, and it started losing its political control in Europe. 
Overstretched empire and army also contributed to the fall of the empire. The Roman Empire expanded its territory through conquest and brought the land from the Atlantic Ocean up to the river Euphrates in the Middle East under its control. This was a large territory, and stamping its rule in this vast land was difficult. Although the empire had a well-established road network, it was difficult for the troops to communicate in time and get assistance due to the vast territory. The empire failed to gather enough soldiers resources to defends its territory against external attacks and when need. 
Corrupt and incompetent leaders rule the empire over the years. Even though it was a vast empire that posed challenges, the leaders heightened the empire's problems. In the second and third centuries of the empire, over 20 leaders took the empire's leadership. Mainly, the emperors were murdered, and a new one was instilled. The empire senate could not control this due to the corrupt nature of the people in those positions. The situation worsened, and the citizens lost trust in the leadership and, after that, the empire fall. 
Although these are highlighted as the major contributing factors to Rome's fall, other factors contributed to its fall. Spread of Christianity and loss of the indigenous roman religion was also a contributing factor. Others include a weak military and the rise of the eastern empire. 
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